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By 2050, 1 in 2 Europeans could be producing their own energy, covering 45%

of the EU’s electricity demand



Not just small 
solar parks: 

The community 
energy 

movement is 
flourishing - and 

diverse!





Helping citizen navigate the transition - the (cooperative) OSS 
approach

Energy Communities Tipperary Cooperative (IE)

• Complement Regional/local OSS

• Assist in all stages of a housing retrofit (grant aid, 

sourcing of contractors and project overseeing)

• Between 2012 – 2019 already 827 houses 

renovated, leading up to 8.8 GWh in energy 

savings through a 10.2 million Euro investment



- “Flya” energy community in 

Chalandri (GR)

- “Oliver” energy community in 

Zaragosa (ES)

Using rooftop / gray areas within 

cities to produce energy locally 

Utilizing Municipal spaces for 
RES installations



Similar examples 
in Slovenia 
(Hratsnik)

Bulgaria
(Gabrovo)

Croatia (Krizevci)



Negative bills… it’s a thing! 

2 x 100kwp solar parks



Electric car sharing 

Created in 2016 by members of 

Som Energia

• 4,166 members

• 4,405 active car-sharing users

• 106 cars and a digital sharing 

platform

• in 34 municipalities, serving 66 

communities

An electrical car from Som Mobilitat charging.
© Som Mobilitat



Democratic & participatory (spatial) planning 

Important to tap into local 

knowledge -> what 

resources/surfaces can we 

use?

- Municipalities as partners



The “Tinder” for energy communities & 
Municipalities 

A free, self-paced, short 
(~4 hours), online course 
for municipal employees 
to get trained on 
community energy

After training -> 
accreditation and access 
to EU network



Upcoming Opportunities

• Citizen Energy Package 

(Consultation open 

until September)

• Opportunity to boost citizen 

energy through a new wave 

of supportive measures for 

Member States to transpose 

relevant directives



Setting political objectives for co-ownership

• A study from 2019 estimated that 52% of 

the existing installed wind capacity in 

Denmark in December 2016 was owned 

through some kind of citizen ownership 

model.

• Ærø island: 6 wind turbines owned by 650 

local shareholders (more than 10% of the 

inhabitants  on the island) and a local fund

• reinvesting revenues to local renewable 

projects

Image: Thomas Rousing



.In the Netherlands, its National Climate Pact (Klimaatakkoord) 

contains a non- binding policy objective of including 50 

percent ownership in all new onshore wind and PV projects.

Wallonia’s Wind Agreement (Pax Olienica) requires new 

wind projects to be open at least 24.999 percent to citizens 

and municipalities, respectively.



Funding Opportunity Coming
- European Energy Communities Facility

• Purpose: Empower and support the development of energy communities across Europe.
• Funding: €7 million in lump-sum grants

Target: At least 140 energy community projects

Support Includes:

● Financial assistance for developing solid business plans (45.000 approx. for each successful 
application)

● Capacity-building programs
● Tailored training and resources

Application Calls:

● First call: Opened 2 June 2025

● Second call: Planned for September 2026

Eligibility: Energy communities in 29 European countries (+ N. Macedonia)



Funding Opportunity Coming
-Western Balkans Support Initiative

DG REGIO is preparing a 1,5 million euro project called the 
"Western Balkans Support Initiative". 
This will provide 3-levels of support to lighthouse energy communities in the 
WB5 countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia and Serbia): + Slovenia, Croatia, Italy, Greece

• Helping them establish a business & financial plan
• Funding actual project costs (eg PVs, storage)

Community energy projects involving Municipalities are eligible



Social Climate Plans Tracker 

- Monitoring the new Social Climate Fund -> 87 

billion euros for clean transport, renovations & 

heating and cooling solutions

- Opportunity for collaboration between 

Municipalities & energy communities to 

tackle energy poverty

- Soft Launch of Tracker 30/6: Estonia, Poland, 

Italy, Latvia and 1-2 more countries



An actionable checklist for Managing Authorities 

• Leverage OSS & make application 

processes simple

• Support renovations 

• Czech Social Climate Plan builds on a 

measure from the Recovery Plan 

• recognises potential of energy communities 

to promote renovations

Spanish & Polish Social Climate Plans plan to 

promote energy communities



Energy Community Platform: OSS for 
EnCom resources



Renewables have saved 

european consumers 100+ 

billion between 2021-2023

- Lowering prices, building 

energy security, tackling 

climate change 



Get in touch! 
sara.tachelet@rescoop.eu
chris.vrettos@rescoop.eu

www.rescoop.eu
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